From: Robert Cortese

To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 12/10/01 6:33pm
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

I'm sure you guys are away of slashdot, anyways I submitted a comment that I
thought was pretty good on the MS subject so I thought I would share it with
you guys down at the DOJ. I'll summarize now, basically schools do not need
more computers taking up space, they need new facilities instead of the
delapidates peices of crap we call schools now. Here is my slashdot comment,
enjoy!

1 thing i havent seen on this thread is what the teachers responses were to
the MS settlement deal. Listening to Rush Limberger this morning, he said
that the teachers said screw the computers, just give us the money. After
watching the track record of these teachers over the last 30 years, my only
answer to them is, Do you realy think we're going to trust you with all that
money after the way you left our public schools systems in such shambles?

Where america used to be first in acedemia we are now 4th behind asian
countries. I've watched PBS specials on how asian schools conduct
themselves, it is allmost a throwback to american schools in the 30's and
40's. Teachers use corporal punishment, shame and guild trip techniques, get
involved with parents and generally do all the things we americans tossed
out of our schools years ago, mainly discepline.

I think computers are going to do more to hurt than help honestly. I
remember working for the pleasonton union school district, it was a constant
challenge to fend off the waves of would be script kiddies and hackers that
habitate the k-12 system. The company I worked for was not cheap either, I
was whored out at $150@hr to clean up these little "messes" that the kids
made on the network.

Another thing scary about computers in schools is it will justify even less
spending on academic supplies such as textbooks, pencils, papers. The
teachers will spend less time teaching the children how to work through
problems and school is going to become a very cold place with little to no
interaction between student, teacher and parent.

MS should be forced to pay, but are k-12 really the right answer? How about
donating a computer to every high school graduate? Instead of using them as
a "learning tool" why not use them as an incentive to get kids to hit the
books harder. Of course we could use china's techniques of public
humiliation (read dunce cap) and caning to make kids focus. Being that we
are america, we spend too much time worrying about these kids rights, fuck
em I say, my tax dollars are paying for their education, not a good time.

There is a third option of course, this was really popular in the 80's and
90's. We could make MS buy massive quantities of ritilin for our kids and
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dispense it in their milk. Like bart simpson says, "No itchin or twitchin
cause [ take my ritlin". Being one of "those" kids who was called down to
the nurses office to take that crap, nah too publicaly humiliating (other
kids said we took crazy pills)

All jokes aside I think the best thing for MS to do is to buy up property

and erect schools. Even if the Oakland school district got new computers,

there is no data wiring, and I doubt the electrical is any good either. It's

still going to be the same old drab emotionless schools that they are now.

Space is what schools need more than anything. How many times have you

driven past a school only to see 3 or 4 of those "temporary" trailers parked

on the blacktop. Our school buildings have become the equivelent of trailer

parks, our kids are the equivelent of trailer park trash. This is what needs

to change, not @%#%(@ more computers to take up %@#"%@ more space. Am I the
only one that see's this or am I a crack smoking lemur?
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